
                
                    
                
            



The Chrysler Building



Let's go up the Building!




Let's continue with our amazing trip to the magnificent city of New York. Your next stop now is at the Chrysler Building.

At 42nd and Lexington in Midtown stands the second most famous  skyscraper in New York City, the Chrysler Building. Just a little bit shorter than the Empire State Building, it was built only a year before. The Chrysler Building's architectural details, such as the eagles on the corners of the 61st floor or the multicolored marble in the lobby, make this building a favourite of architecture fans worldwide.

Discovering New York is becoming a truly unforgettable experience!
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At the end of the session, you will have:


	read about the Chrysler Building.




	organized information about New York at the Google site




	read and listen about online safety tips.



Visit the official website of The Chrysler Building. Which fact impresses you the most? When was it built?

Google Site map.

Continue with your posts on Twitter (#taskbiography and #projectnewyork). Write a tweet telling what do you like the most about this building. If you need further information, you can visit the Chrysler Building ´A view on cities´ guide.












What about online safety?




In this project, the task consists of an infography about your own biography. This profile will be uploaded to the Internet. But do you know how to protect yourself on the virtual world? Do you know enough about online safety?  

[image: Phone security]
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So, maybe you need to read and listen to some tips about online safety. When you finish, you can check your understanding by doing the proposed activities. 














Your task: infography about your biography.




Task. Step 4: Improve your infography sharing the links you have visited with your classmates.  

It is a perfect moment to share the links you have visited with other classmates in order to improve the resources you can add to your infography about your biography. 












Your challenge: New York at the Google Site




Challenge. Step 5: Organizing the New York entry at your Google Site

At this step, you have to finish the New York entry at the Google Site.

Each group ( 2 / 3 people) has to organize the information you have searched about New York at your Google Site. Creativity in the distibution of the contents is very important. The requirements to finish the entry are:


	some text about what to do in the city,




	and two links to printable guides, leaflets, brochures.



If you and your group consider that you can add more details to these requirements,you can freely add them to your site.














Learning Diary




Learning Diary. Step 5: Posting the link to your group's Google Site about the New York Challenge. 

At this step, you have to write a post at your blog where you share the link of your challenge about New York. You also have to include a summary of which aspects you have changed, which you have kept and why.
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Click on the "Show Feedback" button and answer these questions in your learning diary.

Remember to share the link of your learning diary through Twitter using the hashtag: #taskbiography and #projectnewyork.

At this point, you should also think about how the project is going on. Answer the questions you'd find pushing on the button "Feedback".










Feedback


Challenge


	How is your site going?




	Are you following all the steps?




	Have you had any difficulties? How have you solved them?



Task


	Have you got the first version of your investigation file?




	Are you having any trouble in finding enough resources?




	Now, you can share the draft version of your investigation in your learning diary.
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Staten Island Ferry



Let's take the ferry!




You keep on visiting the wonderful city of New York and your next stop is at the Staten Island Ferry. Maybe the most amazing thing about the Staten Island Ferry is that it's free. It runs 24 hours every day of the year and has become not simply an efficient means of public transport but a tourist destination in itself.

The ferry ride runs between Manhattan and Staten Island and it takes about 25 minutes. The ride offers good views of the Statue of Liberty and the New York skyline. At this stage, you have to continue with your first entry at the site of the English-speaking cities.

[image: The Staten Island Ferry Terminal is located in Lower Manhattan]
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At the end of the session, you will have:


	read and answered some activities about Staten Island Ferry. 




	started doing some research on your Google Site project.




	opened your Learning Diary and started writing your first post of this project.



Before getting on the ferry, you have to obtain certain information about it. In order to do so, you must check its official website and answer these questions:  


	Schedules: Are cars, motorcycles and trucks allowed on the ferry? 




	Current Vessels: How many different current vessels (boats) are there? What are their names? 




	Terminals: What are the names of both terminals of the Staten Island ferry? 




	Get there: Which means of transport can you use to get to the Staten Island ferry?  




	FAQ & Tips: Is it possible to stay on the ferry for a round-trip?  



Remember that the Staten Island Ferry must be part of the route at your Google Sites map.

Continue with your posts on Twitter (#taskbiography and #projectnewyork). Would you like to take the Staten Island ferry? Can you find out something you can visit in that part of New York, in Staten Island? Tweet, using the hashtag, what you would like to visit there. In order to help you, you can visit the official Staten Island tourism web and choose the place you would like to go the most. 












Who was born in New York?




As you have already seen, New Yorkers use the ferry to go from one neighbourhood in the city to another. It is possible that you already know some people who were born in New York. Let's take a look to a list with the biographies of some of the most famous and interesting people who have one thing in common: they were born in New York City.   



Meet all this people and choose who is your favourite New Yorker. Did you know him/her before? Why have you chosen that person? What about his/her job?  

[image: Vue du Flat Iron Building depuis l'Empire State Building]
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Send a tweet with the link of the page of the biography of the famous New Yorker telling why do you like him/her. Remember to use the project hashtags: #taskbiography and #projectnewyork.

As a result of this activity, you have to create a glossary where you can add the jobs all these people have. You have to upload this list to your personal blog. 

In order to create the glossary you can use a pair of online tools:


	Wordle




	Tagxedo



When you finish, you can share your link through Twitter using the hashtags of this project: #taskbiography and #projectnewyork.











Your challenge: New York. Here we go!




Challenge Step 2: Getting to know what is required and starting with the research

At this stage, once you have set up your teams and created your Google Site, you have to continue with the entry of one of the biggest cities in the world, New York, for the English-speaking cities challenge. 

The city of New York is the largest city in New York State. Even though New York is the biggest city, the capital city of this state is the city of Albany. This is one of the fifty States that exist in The United States. 

[image: Flag of the United States]
Steinsplitter. Flag of the United States (CC0)



As you have seen in this section, the United States is made of 50 different States. Each one of them has its own flag and its own capital city. 

[image: Flag of New York]
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The minimum requirements that your group has to fulfill in order to pass this challenge successfully include:


	the map of the city from Google Maps with the route of the ten steps we have in our tour of the city.




	one video about tourism in the city,




	some text about what tourists can do in the city,




	And two links to printable guides, leaflets, brochures, and so forth.



In order to complete the challenge, you are suggested to look up some websites:


	Official New York Guide




	Wikitravel (New York)




	Google maps (New York)




	Discover America - New York



These are the suggested websites where you can obtain a lot of information for your challenge. But you can add some more in.

In order to produce the best possible design of this challenge, you have to take into account the 'Rubric for assessing the design of a digital site'.














Learning diary




Learning Diary. Step 1: Start your blog-portfolio and use it to answer the different questions of the different activities.

One of activities you have to do is a "Learning Diary". You can do it by opening a blog. In this blog, you have to answer, explain reflect on the different proposals you will get through in every project.

In this first post, answer the previous questions about the environment and share the link of your post through Twitter using the hashtags of the project: #taskbiography #projectnewyork.
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If you have already opened up a blog in another project, just add these reflections in another page. Remember that creativity is going to be really important in developing the project.










Feedback


Write the answers to these questions on your blog:


	What have I learnt?




	Which doubts or troubles should I solve?




	How am I working with my mates?




	Which must be my objectives for the next steps?




	How is my group working?
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Central Park



Strawberry fields in Central Park.




Central Park has the same size as 50 blocks in the middle of Manhattan, and it has a lot of different places to be visited. For example, you can visit the European-style Conservatory Gardens, or you can ride a paddleboat or gondola in the lake, visit Belvedere Castle or the statue of Alice in Wonderland, the carousel or the zoo.

[image: Central Park during Autumn]
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At the end of the session, you will have:




	visited Central Park in New York.






	known the difference in pronunciation between /e/ and /ei/






	drawn the route of different landmarks at the New York google map.





Central Park has been a "character" in hundreds of American films. Do you remember any of these films? Have you watched any of them? 


	Do you have a cinema screen near your house? Do you usually go there?




	Or do you prefer TV series? Which one/s is your favourite? 




	Is there any cartoon that you used to watch when you were younger? And nowadays?



Answer these questions in your learning diary. The title of the post has to be: "Strawberry fields in New York". Can you find more information about the title of this post? Paste an URL with information about this issue in your learning diary also.

After the visit, continue with your posts on Twitter (#taskbiography and #projectnewyork). Do you like going to the cinema? Do you usually watch films at home? How often? Who do you watch them with?

Remember that Central Park must be part of the route at your Google Sites map.












I have never had a date in New York




Phonetics is really important in English in order to pronounce words correctly. In this project, we are going to take a look at how to pronounce correctly the following phonemes: /e/ - /ei/ 

/e/ or /ei/.

Click on the Minimal pair practise to practise the difference between these two sounds.
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These phonemes are part of the phonetic chart that is used to describe the sounds of many languages. They have been established by the International Phonetic Association (IPA). For more information about the IPA and their work visit: IPA's official web page.

Apart from this, you can record yourselves practising these words in English. You have to pronounce them correctly, record a podcast with them and share it in your blog.

In order to do this exercise as adequately as possible, you can take a look to the 'Rubric to assess a podcast'. 














Your Challenge: New York at the Google Site




Challenge Step 3: Organizing the New York entry at your Google Site 

At this step, you have to start organizing all the information you have gathered in order to add an entry at the site that we had previously opened.

Each group ( 2 / 3 people) has to organize the information you have searched about New York at your Google Site. Creativity in the distibution of the contents is very important. 

At this step, you have to include the following information at your Google Sites: the map of the cityfrom Google maps with the route of the ten steps we have in our tour of the city. 

You have extra information on how to do this route visiting the How to..? section at the didactic guidelines page.














Learning diary




Learning Diary. Step 3: Posting the result of your research in your blog

It's time to continue with your Learning Diary. Remember it helps you reflect on what you are learning and most important: what the best way for learning is. In this step, you have to post the links and other resources that you have found in your research, at your "Learning Diary" and answer the questions that you have below.

Don't forget that, if you have recorded yourselves practising some words, you must add another post sharing your podcast.

[image: Writing Tools]
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Remember to share the link of your learning diary through Twitter using the hashtag: #taskbiography and #projectnewyork.










Feedback


Answer the following questions at your blog:


	Have you found a lot of / only a few resources?




	Have all of them been useful for your research?




	Have you found more / fewer resources than in other projects?




	Have you found many useless links?




	Has it been difficult to select the information you were looking for? Has anybody helped you select the most interesting information? Who has helped you?



Answer these questions at your Learning Diary. You can choose between typing the answers or recording them in a podcast and uploading it to the blog afterwards.
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The Statue of Liberty



Did you see that colossal statue?




Discovering New York, you get to one of the most famous places: The Statue of Liberty. The colossal Statue of Liberty welcomes all travellers to American shores and it is placed in the southern side of Manhattan in New York Harbour. The statue was dedicated in 1886. It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. Liberty Island is maintained by the National Park Service and can be reached by ferry.

What about you? Would you like to go there on your summer holidays in the future?

[image: Statue with Manhattan in the background]
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At the end of the session, you will have:




	learnt a lot of details about The Statue of Liberty.






	learnt the differences between past simple and present perfect. 






	started your collaborative Google Site in groups about the city of New York.





Continue with your posts on Twitter (#taskbiography and #projectnewyork). Have you ever visited a statue? and have you ever travelled by ferry? Take a look at the video Statue of Liberty and discover the amazing Statue of Liberty. 

This statue is next to Ellis Island, the first island immigrants saw when they arrived to New York in the past. You can also take a look at The Statue of Liberty - Ellis Island foundation official website. It is specially interesting to find out some details about the Statue of Liberty Timeline. 

You can also send them a tweet telling them that you have visited the island and the Statue virtually and a detail about it that you have learnt: Official Ellis Island - Statue of Liberty Twitter.

Remember that the Statue of Liberty must be part of the route at your Google Sites map.












I have never been to New York but I once went to a musical




You probably have never been to the Statue of Liberty but maybe you went once to a very special place for you. When we want to express experiences in our lives, things that we have done, etc, we use the present perfect tense. It is formed from the present tense of the verb have and the past participle of a lexical verb. 

We use the present perfect tense for something we have done several times in the past and continue to do and for something that started in the past and continues in the present.
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You can have find more information about this verbal tense at the website present perfect simple.

On the other hand, remember that we use the Past Simple to express past events or actions that have no connection to the present. Sometimes, you may need to make a contrast between these two verbal tenses. In order to know their use in the same sentence, the resource Comparision between the past simple with the present perfect gives you more ideas to use the both tenses.




















Challenge: English-speaking cities




Challenge Step 1: Open up a new Google Site and share it with your group

The challenge in this project is a Google site about English-speaking cities. In this challenge, we are going to work in groups of 2/3 people. The first step is to create the site using Google sites.

The rubric to evaluate a google map will be used to evaluate your work. Remember that you have to evaluate it once you have finished creating the route with the ten stops of each city. 

You can have extra help watching the following video about registering and using Google Sites. One of the members of the groups is going to be the leader and is going to open up the site and share it with the rest of the members of the group. Thus, the other members will be able to edit the site as well.

[image: Video]
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	After having created the site, check that the whole group can edit it and start designing a landing page with the title English -Speaking Cities.




	In this first page, you have to describe what your group is going to create collaboratively: a website with information about 10 of the most important English - speaking cities in the world, one city per project. In this project, we are going to work with the city of New York.




	If you have created the google site previously, using another project from this series, you only have to add a new page to your Google site.




	As you have work in groups of 2/3 people, you can also use the lino website to brainstorm your ideas, collect your links and reach an agreement on which digital materials you are going to use at your Google Site for New York even though you are working at different locations



It is now time to start working collaboratively with your group. Remember to always follow the steps. That way it will be easier for you to produce the final product of the challenge. Your teacher can always help you with your doubts.
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